Most scuba divers
say the experience
is amazing and
like beingin a
whole new world.

“Every time I go diving, I always see
something that I've never seen before.
Some things I've seen on TV and then
I'll see it in the water, but they are so
many things I see that I've never laid
eyes on. I've been diving for 20 years,
and I can’t tell you how many dives
I've made and still every single time [
see something I've never seen before,”
said divemaster Bryan Conerly.

Not only is the visual experience
breathtaking, but the atmosphere has
an emotional effect on the diver.

“When you're underwater it's very
relaxing, almost euphoric. When
you're underwater, you're away from
the phone, TV, computer, traffic — it
all goes away. You're in a dilferent
world. It's quiet and very serene. It's
just you and nature,” Conerly said.
“You're seeing the other two-thirds of
the Earth that most people have never
seen before. That's the neatest thing
right there.”
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Those wishing to learn scuba skills have convenient options
presented by The Villages Lifelong Learning College with
Bryan Conerly and Mike Abston leading the classes with more
than 50 years of combined diving experience. Conerly is a
divemaster and Abston is a Professional Association of Diving
Instructors (PADI) certified instructor since 1994,

The two are excited about bringing scuba instruction to
residents of The Villages and to be able to offer classroom and
hands-on experience at SeaBreeze Recreation Center,

*People can drive their golfl carts to classes. The location Is
very close and convenient for them.” Conerly said.

The pair said they have talked to many Villagers who have

expressed serfous interest in giving scuba a try.

“I've met a lot of people who have said they want to try
it. They have an interest. but at the same time they have a
hesitation becanse they are not sure they will like it,” Conerly
said.

Specifically with those Villagers in mind the divers
developed the Discover Scuba class, which allows participants
to try scuba to see if they are interested in going further. The
sesston begins with a one-hour classroom session, then moves
to the pool to get in the water and try the equipment.

Left: Mike Abston assists Village of Hadley resident Joe
Rilyk with his vest. Below: Abston demenstrates a safety
technigue to Tom Hyatt of the Village of St. Charles.

Above right: Bryan Conerly applies an anti-fogging solution
to Tony Flanagan's mask.

Below right: Mary Harris of the Village of Largo swims in
the SeaBreeze pool.
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